
REMEMBERING PAUL BRODEUR 

by the New Mexico Chapter of 

PEOPLE WITHOUT CELL PHONES 
 

 
Copyright 1977 

 
Paul Brodeur, a former staff writer for the New Yorker magazine, died on August 2, 
2023. He was the author of the pioneering book, The Zapping of America, which he 
published in 1977. It was the first book I ever read on the subject of microwave 
radiation. Nobody had cell phones at that time. The first personal computers did not 
come on the market until that year. But Brodeur had bought property on Cape Cod, 
which he discovered was going to be directly in the path of the most powerful radar 
facility in the world. 
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It was an early warning radar station, and the United States was building two of 
them, one on the east coast and one on the west. They were called PAVE PAWS 
(Precision Acquisition of Vehicle Entry Phased Array Warning System). They were 
going to emit 3-billion-watt phased array microwave beams that would scan the 
entire east and west coasts of the country to detect and warn against nuclear 
missiles. Brodeur did an investigation, and what he discovered about microwave 
radiation, and what was about to happen to this country, astonished him. Those 
radar stations were built and are still in operation today. And most people have 
forgotten they are there. But they emit phased array microwave radiation just like 
5G cell phones and antennas. 
 
In 1989, Brodeur wrote another book titled Currents of Death: Power Lines, 
Computer Terminals, and the Attempts to Cover Up Their Threat to Your Health. 
Computer screens were causing asthma, cataracts, miscarriages, birth defects, and 
skin problems. Until 1977, when the first personal computers were sold, rates of 
asthma had steadily declined year after year in the United States. In 1977, rates of 
asthma suddenly started to rise, and have been rising ever since. Brodeur exposed 
the hazards of computer screens in 1989. Most people have forgotten this too.  
 
A new global network of local chapters called People Without Cell Phones has been 
launched to make sure that Brodeur’s life and work, and the lives and work of other 
pioneers of his generation, were not in vain. Today, 46 years after The Zapping of 
America was published, the world is still pretending that radiation is harmless, and 
that asthma, and brain tumors, and diabetes, and heart disease, and cancer, are 
caused by something else. And everyone carries around a cell phone, day and night. 
We are going to grow a worldwide network of people who are throwing them away. 
The Earth is dying. Insects have largely disappeared. Birds are falling dead out of the 
sky by the millions. The purpose of this network is not to place blame. It is to 
establish a presence in this world of people living, and teaching others how to live, as 
if life on Earth will continue. It has been launched together with a Policy Brief on 
Electrosmog, to which so far 29 organizations in 10 countries have signed on in 
support -- organizations in the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, France, 
Spain, Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Belgium, and Tunisia. The time for baby steps is 
over. It is time to do what is necessary without fear, without reservations, and 
without accusations. 
 
The New Mexico chapter of People Without Cell Phones had its founding meeting, in 
person, three days ago, on August 19. It was attended by a medical doctor, several 
building biologists, a photographer, and others. All but two do not own cell phones, 

https://cellphonetaskforce.org/electrosmog-policy-brief/
https://cellphonetaskforce.org/electrosmog-policy-brief/
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and the others plan to get rid of theirs. We established a feeling of community which 
people have been hungering for, and we began to discuss ways to talk about this to 
others, support one another, and work toward a world with: 
 

 no more radiation 

 no more brain tumors 

 restored health and vitality 

 birds, bees and butterflies 

 living as if life on Earth will continue 
 
Please join our network by forming a chapter of People Without Cell Phones in your 
city, state, or country. Let us know that you are doing this by sending us an email.  
 

Arthur Firstenberg 
President, Cellular Phone Task Force 

Author, The Invisible Rainbow: A History of Electricity and Life 
P.O. Box 6216 

Santa Fe, NM 87502 
USA 

phone: +1 505-471-0129 
info@cellphonetaskforce.org 

August 22, 2023 
 

This work is supported entirely by donations from individuals. The Cellular Phone 
Task Force is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and donations by U.S. residents are 

tax-deductible. Our Tax ID Number is 11-3394550. 
 

…DONATE.. 
 
The last 60 newsletters, including this one, are available for viewing and sharing on 
the Newsletters page of the Cellular Phone Task Force. Share also on:  

 
 

…SUBSCRIBE...  
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